PROTECT WHAT
YOU VALUE MOST

HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS SAVE LIVES
Fire continues to negatively impact Canadians
each and every day. In fact, more than 200
people perish in fires each year, and ironically,
more than 80% of those fire deaths occur in
the very place where we feel safest — our own
homes. Home fires often happen at night when
people are sleeping. In only three minutes, a
room can become engulfed in flames before
anyone awakens. Those at highest risk are
young children and older adults, who may have
difficulty making a quick escape.
Smoke alarms are essential in every household,
however, they’re designed to detect, not
control a fire. Home fire sprinklers complement
the alarm’s work, providing a way to fight
flames immediately. In less time than it would
take most fire departments to arrive on the
scene, home fire sprinklers can contain and
even extinguish a fire. There’s less damage,
and less chance of deadly smoke and gases
reaching your family.

HO M E FIRE FA CTS *

•

Nine out of ten fire deaths in Canada

•

Six in ten structure fires in Canada were

•

Senior citizens have among the highest

•

Fire Sprinklers and smoke alarms

occur in the home.
residential in nature
rates of fire-related deaths
together cut your risk of dying in a
home fire by more than 80% relative to
having neither – a saving of hundreds
of lives a year and thousands of injuries.

*2017, Fire Statistics in Canada, National Fire Information Database

FIRE SPR INK LER MYTHS
Some homeowners are reluctant to install
fire sprinklers because they don’t know the
facts about their operation.
Myth: The water damage from fire
sprinklers is worse than a fire.
Fact: A fire sprinkler activates during
the early stages of a fire before it grows
and spreads. A sprinkler will control
or extinguish a fire with a tiny fraction
of the water that would be used by
fire department hoses. Typically, only
the sprinkler closest to the fire will
activate, spraying water directly on the
fire, not the rest of the house.
Myth: Fire sprinklers go off accidentally,
causing unnecessary water damage.
Fact: Accidental fire sprinkler discharge
is extremely rare. One study concluded
that home fire sprinkler accidents are
no more likely or severe than standard
home plumbing mishaps. And, despite
the Hollywood movie “sight gags,”
burned toast and cigarette smoke will
not trigger sprinkler operation. Each
sprinkler works independently and only
in response to fire.
Myth: Fire sprinklers are ugly.
Fact: Modern home fire sprinklers are
inconspicuous and can be mounted
flush with walls or ceilings. Many
sprinklers can even be concealed. And,
just like regular plumbing, pipes are
hidden behind ceilings or walls.

FIRE SPRINKLERS: A SAFE, SMART CHOICE
Fire sprinklers are mandatory in many public
buildings, and people are now demanding the
same level of protection for their homes. Home fire
sprinklers save lives, reduce property loss and can
even help cut homeowners’ insurance premiums.
Not only do home fire sprinklers dramatically
reduce the risk of home fire deaths and injuries,
but they also decrease fire damage by over
two-thirds when compared to homes without
sprinklers.

In a study of residential structure
fires that occurred in British
Columbia between October 2006
and October 2011*, there were:

no deaths in single-family
homes with fire sprinklers.

78 deaths in single-family
homes without fire sprinklers.
*Reported to the Office of the Fire Commissioner

“ In the last 15 years Vancouver has not
recorded a single fire related death
where a sprinkler has been activated.”
DARRELL REID, FIRE CHIEF, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

P R O T E CTION YO U CA N LIVE W IT H
When building a home, you choose from many
options – carpeting, a fireplace or an extra
bathroom, for instance. For about the same
cost, you can choose home
fire sprinklers to safeguard
your family. No other option
provides you with the peace
of mind that fire sprinklers
can. It’s like having your own
firefighter standing by.
Breakthroughs in technology
have allowed fire sprinklers to be more
affordable and easier to install in homes than
ever before. With a variety of designs available,
sprinklers blend into the interior decor with
ease. And, fire sprinklers usually operate off the
domestic water supply.

Fire sprinklers keep fires small. Because
a fire sprinkler reacts so quickly, it can
dramatically reduce the heat, flames
and smoke produced in a fire. Home fire
sprinklers control the fire with only
38L to 98L (10 to 26 gallons) of water per
minute. In a home without sprinklers, a
fire department often arrives after the
fire has grown to dangerous levels.
At that point, firefighters will have
to use high-pressure hoses, applying
water at 946L (250 gallons) per minute.
In sprinklered residences, roughly 85%
of fires are contained by the operation
of just one sprinkler.

Home fire sprinklers often cost less
than cabinet upgrades, new carpeting and
many other options in new home construction.
The cost to install home fire sprinklers varies
by region. Nationally on average, the cost is
1% to 2% of the total value of the home. They
can also be installed in existing homes. When
you consider the degree of reliability and
responsiveness that home fire sprinklers offer,
the investment is a wise one.

To ensure fire sprinkler reliability,
be sure to use a qualified fire sprinkler
contractor who adheres to NFPA codes
and standards and local fire safety
regulations.
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